Final Paper Rubric
	Criteria/Grade
	Proficient (A)
	Competent (B)
	Developing (C)
	Needs Improvement (F)

	Topic
	Student has a clear, well stated, and clear topic relevant to the course
	Student has a well stated topic – there may be minor flaws that do not seriously detract from the paper 
	There are problems with the topic– i.e., it is not well stated, too narrow or too broad
	The topic has serious problems – it is much too broad or unconnected to the course

	Review and Critique of the literature 
	The review is excellent – with appropriate sources combining classic and contemporary research, Review is well organized, and clearly addresses the thesis question.  Ideas are bridged together and show evidence of a careful outline
	The review is generally good – there may be minor flaws in the outline, argument, sources used may show some minor flaws but overall, they demonstrate student’s ability to write a paper
	The review has serious difficulties – sources may be fragmentary, poorly organized (i.e., on an article-by-article basis), field is poorly summarized 
	There are major difficulties – the review is limited, few articles – not well chosen, poor organization, ideas are not tied together, or difficult to ascertain current state of the field.  Thesis question is largely not addressed

	Bibliography
	All sources listed in a recognizable format (APA etc.)
	Bibliography is present but there are minor flaws either in style, indirect citations, or omissions 
	Bibliography is here but flaws are considerable in format or content
	Bibliography is missing 

	Format
	Format fully followed
	Minor deficiencies in following the format but they do not detract from the paper
	Deficiencies in following the format that clearly distract from the paper
	Format is not evident in presentation

	Presentation and Style
	Uses appropriate and descriptive language that shows mastery of course content.  Carefully typed paper with no or few grammatical or spelling errors
	Language is appropriate and concepts are, in general, correctly used. Carefully typed paper.  There are a few grammatical or spelling errors but they do not detract from the paper
	Language used is not appropriate to the topic.  Few key concepts are applied or are used in a somewhat problematic manner. Spelling and grammatical errors are extensive enough to distract the reader.
	Language is simplistic.  Concepts are not implied or incorrectly used.  Considerable grammatical and spelling errors make the paper difficult to read.



